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Special Notes:
1. On exercising the common priesthood of the faithful at Mass

The ritual offering [i.e. the Eucharistic celebration], then, requires a living participation
on the part of the faithful as their personal offering. Christians should not attend the Mass
as an act of worship that is without their interior participation. If the rite remains external,
it does not attain its object, which is to awaken an interior disposition corresponding to
the exterior action...because the offering of Christ is sacramentally renewed only because
we can unite ourselves to him.

The Eucharist includes, more precisely, the invitation to offer all that in our lives that is
sorrowful or painful, with our gaze fixed on the heroic offering of Calvary...in order to
receive there a higher dignity through an assimilation to the redemptive suffering of
Christ.

Theological-Historical Commission for Year 2000, The Eucharist, Gift of Divine Life, pp.
97-98; LG 11.

2. The Chiastic Structure of Colossians:

A Grace from Paul an apostle by the will of God (1:1-2)

B Thanking God when praying for you to walk in wisdom (1:3-14)

C The gospel preached to every creature under heaven (1:15-23)

D We are admonishing and teaching every human in all wisdom (1:24-2:5)

E Walk and live in Christ, with whom you have died and been raised (2:6-23)

E’ You died and were raised with Christ from living as you once walked (3:1-7)
D’ In all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another (3:8-16)

C You have a master in heaven (3:17-4:1)

B’ Pray for us in thanksgiving and walk in wisdom (4:2-6)

A’ Full assurance in the will of God and grace from Paul (4:7-18)

3. The Church, as early as apostolic times, and then constantly in her Tradition, has
illuminated the unity of the divine plan in the two Testaments through typology, which
discerns in God's works of the Old Covenant prefigurations of what he accomplished in
the fullness of time in the person of his incarnate Son. (CCC 128)
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